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Professor Asarnow works at the intersection of moral philosophy, action theory, and metaethics.  His 
research concerns foundational questions about reasoning, rationality, and the nature of intentional 
action, with particular focus on the idea of acting for a reason. In addition to teaching in these areas, he 
teaches courses in applied ethics and biomedical ethics. 
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Abstract
According to the “standard story” in the philosophy of 
action, actions are those movements of a creature’s 
body that are caused and rationalized by the 
creature’s mental states.  The attractions of the causal 
condition have been widely discussed. The 
rationalization condition is just as ubiquitous, but it is 
notoriously obscure, and its motivation has rarely 
been made explicit. This paper studies the role of the 
rationalization condition in the context of the causal-
psychological theory of action. Replying to ideas of 
Kieran Setiya’s, I provide a novel action-theoretic 
argument for the rationalization condition, and show 
how to construct a plausible and informative theory of 
rationalization. The paper concludes with discussions 
of whether the resulting theory of action is normative 
in any objectionable sense, and how to understand the 
relationship between motivating reasons and 
normative reasons.




